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"the money for his sole use and benefit, in testimony of her respect for his virtuous character. The Maulvee again wrote and requested to be informed by those most intimate with the Begum's way of life, whether she had left unperformed any of the duties incumbent on a member of the faithful, as regards zuckhautx, pilgrimage, the fast, &c. ? which not having accomplished, and having ample means, he felt himself bound, in the situation he held, to devote her legacy to the purpose of such duties by proxy (which their law commands) in her name. He was in reply assured that the good Begum had not omitted any part of her duty ; she had regularly applied zuckhaut, duly performed the fast, had paid the expenses for poor pilgrims to Mecca (her substitutes) ; and not until all the scruples of the just Maulvee had been removed would he hear of, or accept the Begum's legacy.'
The anecdote I have now given will serve to illustrate the character of some good people of Hindoostaun of the present day ; indeed, the veneration and respect paid by all classes to those men who lead religious lives, is but little changed from the earlier pages of the Mussulmaun history. I have just met with a Durweish anecdote, of former times, that may be worth transcribing, as I have received it from Meer Hadjee Shaah, whose aid I am so much indebted to for subjects with which to amuse my friends.
* Shaah ood Dowlah 2 was a Durweish who flourished in the reign of King Shah Jahan at Delhi, but whose fame is known throughout India to the present day.    The Durweish was remarkable for his activity of body.    It is related, that he was often to be seen at prayer in Delhi, and in three hours after he had transported himself eighty miles off without any visible assistance but his own personal activity on foot.   This extraordinary rapidity of movement rendered him an object of veneration ;   and the general belief was, that he was highly favoured of Heaven, and gifted with supernatural power ; the life he led was purely religious, with a total disregard of earthly riches.
* The King, Shah Jahan, was a very sensible person, and a great admirer of all that is counted good and excellent in his
1 See p. 67.                        2 Shah.ud-daula.